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Do you want to be a 
trustee?
Would you like to have a voice in chart-
ing the direction of your library and 
serve your community? If so, consider 
serving as a library trustee. PWPL 
trustees serve 5-year terms; meetings 
take place on the third Wednesday eve-
ning of each month. Trustee petitions 
are available at the Information and 
Reference Desks. Your petition must 
be returned to the Administration of-
fice by March 10, 2014. The election 
of trustees and the annual budget 
vote takes place April 8. Please contact 
library administration at 883-4400, Ext. 
101 if you have questions.

Budget Information
Budget Hearing Schedule: Mark your 
calendar with these upcoming meeting 
dates: budget hearing/board meeting 
on March 19; budget information ses-
sion on April 1; and budget vote and 
trustee election on April 8. Message 
from Board President Lee Aitken 
inside.

Are you registered? The library budget 
vote will be held on Tuesday April 8. 
Look for a new proposition on the bal-
lot requiring personal registration by 
unregistered voters prior to the day of 
the Library’s election.

AARP tax help
Tuesdays through April 8 from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Call 883-4400, Ext. 136 for 
availability.

Stay connected
Sign up for eblasts, like us on Face-
book and follow us on Twitter (@
pwpl). Don’t miss out on library up-
dates!

FOL Paperback Swap: 
Bring DVDs too!
The Friends of the Library’s popular 
Paperback Swap returns Saturday 
March 22 from 1 to 4 p.m. This year 
you can contribute gently used DVDs, 
which must be operable and in original 
cases. DVDs for all ages accepted. 
Bring your adult, teen and children’s 
paperbacks to the library’s meeting 
room for a free, friendly swap. We will 
accept hardcover children’s books in-
cluding board books. No more than 20 
books and 20 DVDs per person. Books 
and DVDs are not accepted in advance. 
We stop accepting items at  3:30 p.m. 
Browsers welcome!

Port native to exhibit in Vogel Gallery

World Festival 2014
The World Festival takes place 

from 1 to 6 p.m. on Sunday, March 
30, with many special activities 
planned throughout the month.

Por t native and Schreiber 
graduate Bill Brady will exhibit 
Food Art in the Martin Vogel Pho-
tography Gallery March 6 through 
April 29. 

Bill Brady picked up his first 
camera when he was 8 years old 
and never looked back. While he 
understands traditional film as a me-
dium, he was an early practitioner of 
digital photography. After earning 
a BA in communications in 1988, 
Bill began his career in corporate 
America. He quickly decided that 
photography was more than just a 
hobby and decided to pursue it as 
a career. Realizing that any great 
photographer needs to have passion 
for his subject, he merged his two 
greatest passions and began photo-
graphing food. 

Over the past fourteen years 
,Bill has established himself as a 

top commercial food photographer, 
working on campaigns for clients 
ranging from family-owned restau-
rants to Fortune 100 companies. You 
may not know him, but chances are 
you’ve seen his work.

As an outlet for his creative 
impulses, Bill has been creating art 
photography using food as a main 
theme, from his Jackson Pollock-
inspired mash-ups to a series trans-
forming Gummy Bears into African 
art. As a commercial photographer, 
his work is confined to a specific set 
of rules, but as an art photographer 
he is free to explore, push and de-
stroy any boundaries that constrain 
him. The result is this show, titled 
Food Art.

Meet Bill Brady at a reception 
on Saturday, March 8 at 2 p.m., and 
attend his talk on Monday, April 7 
at 7:30 p.m.

Join us for a celebration of 
Port’s rich cultural traditions. Above: 
ABADÁ-Capoeira performs the Bra-
zilian martial art.

This event is generously fund-
ed by the Friends of the Library. 

Schedule on next page.

Port native and Schreiber graduate Bill Brady 
will exhibit Food Art in the Martin Vogel 
Photography Gallery March 6 through April 29. 



A Special Saturday Evening Tribute / Saturday, March 22 at 5 p.m.
Marian McPartland’s Piano Jazz: Looking Back . . . Moving Forward 
To celebrate what would have been Marian McPartland’s 96th birthday, it seems most appropriate 
for the Port Washington Public Library, Landmark on Main Street, NPR, the Long Island Music Hall of 
Fame and Marian McPartland’s family to come together to mark this occasion and celebrate her life.  
 
Jon Weber, pianist and new host of NPR’s Piano Jazz, will perform and discuss Marian’s style and her 
support for young talent.

Clips from In Good Time, a film about Marian McPartland’s life, will be shown by filmmaker Huey.

Young jazz performers will honor Marian through performance.
 
One young performer will receive a scholarship stipend from the Long Island Music Hall of Fame.

Landmark on Main Street will present a series of World Festival activities and performances on March 30 as well. For 
information, see www.landmarkonmainstreet.org. 

World Festival 2014
The World Festival takes place on Sunday, March 30, with many special activities throughout the month, all in celebra-
tion of the rich cultural traditions in Port Washington. Look for World Festival posters in participating stores around 
town. Collect the miniature poster cards from each location and bring them with you to the Festival to become a 
“World Class Person” when you check in! The World Festival is generously sponsored by the Friends of the Library. 

Sunday, March 30  / 1 to 6 p.m.
 

International Displays
Thirty-five cultures invite you to visit their displays and artifacts throughout the library. Taste traditional foods, play 
games, make crafts, see traditional costumes and learn about cultures from around the world.

World Tales 
Master Storyteller Jonathan Kruk will MC student “Story Makers” from his workshops as they and community 
volunteers tell their favorite stories in the Children’s Room Story Circle.

World Games 
Hone your international strategy skills playing Go (China, Japan, Korea); Settlers of Catan (Germany); Ludo (India); 
Mancala (Africa & Asia) in TeenSpace.

“Where in the World?”
An original interactive computer game challenges players to locate artifacts from around the globe.

SPeciAL PerForMAnceS in THe LAPHAM rooM
(Subject to Change)

1:30 p.m. / Mariachi Music from Mexico   3:30 p.m. / Didgeridoo from Australia 
by NYC Mariachi Conservatory    by Graham Wiggins, a.k.a. DrDidg

2:30 p.m. / Capoeira Martial Art from Brazil   4:00 p.m. / Rajasthani Folk Dance from India 
by ABADÁ-Capoeira      by Dr. Shruti Patel

5 p.m. / Chinese Puppet Theater
Chinese Cultural Association on Long Island

Performing Arts club

More Festival 
programs in 
March:
international Art exhibition: 
Paintings, drawings and pho-
tos that depict international 
sites and subjects by artists 
from the U.S. and around the 
world, in the Community Gal-
lery. March 5 through April 25. 
Reception on March 15 from 3 
to 4:30 p.m.

International Film Festival
Corpo Celeste (Italy)
Key of Life (Japan)
La Sirga (Colombia)
Lucky (South Africa)
The Rabbi’s Cat (France)
Three Worlds (France)
The World Before Her (India)
Tales of the Night (France)

“The ABcs of Jazz:” Celebrat-
ing a true American art form, 
Ken Kresge performs ragtime, 
swing, and modern jazz on 
March 21 at 7:30 p.m.

“Tales from Around the World:” 
An interactive performance for 
families by Master Storyteller 
Jonathan Kruk (pictured be-
low) on March 21 at 4 p.m. 

Story Makers’ Workshops: Stu-
dents in grades 4 to 6 can turn 
a personal story or a favorite 
folk tale into a short perfor-
mance piece that will be per-
formed at the World Festival. 
March 21 and March 28 from 
7 to 8:30 p.m.

Storytelling activities are funded 
by the Jackie Spielman Storytell-
ing Fund of the Port Washington 
Library Foundation.



The Belle of Amherst, a one-
woman play about the poet Emily 
Dickinson performed by actress 
Melanie Lipton, will be the center-
piece of a Friends of the Library 
program to honor the late Professor 
Edmund Epstein on Sunday, March 
16 at 3 p.m.

Set in Dickinson’s Amherst 
home, the play draws extensively 
on Dickinson’s poems and letters. 
Dickinson produced poems that are 
considered transcendental, forming 
a bridge between the poetic conven-
tions of the eighteenth century and 
modern American poetry.

Professor Edmund Epstein, a 

The Friends of the Library in-
vites you to meet Eric Fischl, author 
of Bad Boy: My Life On and Off the 
Canvas, on Thursday, March 27 at 
7:30 p.m.

Renowned American artist Eric 
Fischl has written a penetrating, of-
ten searing exploration of his coming 
of age as an artist, and his search for 
a fresh narrative style in the highly 
charged and competitive New York 
art world of the 1970s and 1980s. 
His paintings, many of which show 
a single intense moment, compel 
the viewer to participate in a world 
of middle-class suburban ambiguity 
and drama. With such notorious and 
controversial paintings as Bad Boy 
and Sleepwalker, Fischl joined the 
front ranks of American artists, in a 
high-octane downtown art scene that 
included Andy Warhol, David Salle 
and Julian Schnabel. It was a world 
of fashion, fame, cocaine and alcohol 
that for a time threatened to under-
mine all that Fischl had achieved.

Bad Boy (Crown, 2013) takes 
the reader on a roller coaster ride 
through the passion and politics of 
the art world as it has rarely been 
seen before. He and his wife, artist 
April Gornik, live on eastern Long 
Island. Books will be available for 
purchase and signing.

Randy Cohen, host of Person 
Place Thing, will interview Mr. Fischl 
for a live broadcast on WAMC North-
east Public Radio. Person Place Thing 
is an interview show based on the 

FOL invites you to meet Eric Fischl
idea that people are particularly 
engaging when they speak about a 
specific interest. The former editor 
of “The Ethicist” for the New York 
Times, Cohen appeared at our 
library in 2012 to discuss his book 
Be Good: How to Navigate the Eth-
ics of Everything (Chronicle, 2012).

Multi-instrumentalist Reno 
Bracchi will provide a musical 
interlude. Refreshments will be 
served.

This stellar event is co-spon-
sored by the Art Advisory Council.

local resident who died in 2012, was 
an internationally-known literary 
scholar who gave frequent lectures 
at the library and whose family 
has lent its support to The Belle of 
Amherst program.

Amy Bass, president of the 
Friends, commented, “We are 
thrilled to honor the memory of 
Professor Epstein by presenting 
The Belle of Amherst and are grate-
ful to the Epstein family, and to 
our many Friends donors in the 
community, for their support and 
responsiveness to the Friends and 
our library.”

The Friends of the Library will 
begin accepting reservations on April 
1 for its 45th Annual Book & Author 
Luncheon. On that date, reservation 
brochures will be available in the 
library as well as printable from the 
library website at pwpl.org/fol. This 
year’s luncheon will be on Friday, 
May 16 at the North Hills Country 
Club and will feature essayist Delia 
Ephron (Sister Mother Husband 
Dog: Etc.) and historical novelist 
Kevin Baker (The Big Crowd), with 
Port’s own Susan Isaacs returning 
as moderator.

The Friends welcomes indi-
vidual and business sponsors at 
levels beginning at $250. For more 
information on becoming a sponsor 
of this prestigious event, contact FOL 

Vice President Ellen Zimmerman 
at ellengzimm@yahoo.com

Friends Book & Author Luncheon

Susan Isaacs 

Art Council welcomes Janice Sztabnik
The Ar t Advisor y Council 

welcomes painter Janice Sztabnik to 
the Main Gallery March 1 through 
30, and hosts a reception for the 
artist on Saturday, March 15 from 
2 to 4 p.m.

Jance Sztabnik is a painter 
who discovered that the natural 
scale of her imagery was most effec-
tive if she worked in a large format 
in order to get her paintings to flow. 
Her temperament and style are of 
immediacy and working rapidly 
has advantages that are best served 
when interesting connections and 
coincidences occur at random. The 
artist writes, “Finding a rhythm and 
voice has been a process and one 
I have explored through autobio-
graphical content. The emotional 
tone of the paintings can be traced 
through the speed and weight of 
the brushstroke, color and scale of 
imagery.” Janice often integrates 
collage, blue jean denim fabric, and 
cement layered as paint. She contin-
ues to explore the representation 

of the act and substance of painting 
itself, traced through process. Her 
work has been reviewed in The New 
York Times.

Janice Sztabnik attended The 
Fashion Institute of Technology, 
The School of Visual Arts, and 
Long Island University, and holds 
a Master of Fine Arts degree. She 
worked as a graphic designer for 
over a decade before pursuing her 
interests as a painter based in New 
York City. She was an ar tist-in-
resident at Vermont Studio Center. 
Most recently she has shown work 
on Long Island at Jeanie Tengelsen 
Gallery, Solarium Gallery, Gallery 
North, and Hillwood Art Museum, 
Tilles Center, Hutchin’s Gallery, 
Bloomingdales. In New York City 
at Hunter College, World Culture 
Open Center Gallery. Nationally 
at Artavita, Galesburg Civic Art 
Center, The Surplus Gallery, and 
internationally at Kooalldam Gal-
lery, Korea.

Friends honors Edmund Epstein

The library has a new subscription to the Cypress Resume service which allows patrons to 
create resumes, cover letters and reference sheets in minutes. Login with your library card to 
create profiles to save, edit, download and publish documents. Basic personal information is 
entered and the program formats the data. This service is also available in Spanish. Just click 
the Espanol button at the bottom of the page.

Links to Cypress are accessible on the Research page under the featured databases and 
“Career & Testing” category.

Create a resume with new service



March Library Kids 
Welcome to the page for Children’s Services. Be sure to look here for upcoming exhibits, programs and articles relating to Children’s Services 
and the Parenting Information Center. Parents: Please comply with the age guidelines for these programs and be prepared to show proof of 
local residency. 

To register and/or inquire about availability for the following programs, 
please call Children’s Services at 883-4400, Ext. 150.

Sing and Swing Story Time – Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. For children ages 18 
months to 2½ years with an adult. No registration required.

Parent child Workshop – Wednesdays, March 5, 12, 19, 26 & April 2 from 
11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. For children ages 18 to 29 months with an adult. 
Registration began February 25 – call for availability.

Book Babies – Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. For children ages birth to 17 months 
with an adult. No registration required.

Toddler Story Time – Fridays at 10:30 a.m. For children ages 2½ to 3½ years 
with an adult. No registration required. 

Preschool Story Time – Fridays at 1:30 p.m. For children ages 3½ to 5 years 
without an adult. No registration required. 

PlayHooray – Monday, March 10. A preschool music and movement pro-
gram. Ages birth to 17 months with an adult at 10 a.m. Ages 18 months 
to 2½ years with an adult at 11 a.m. Ages 18 months to 4 years with an 
adult at 12 noon. Ages 2½ to 5 years with an adult at 1 p.m. Registration 
begins March 3.

Pajama Story Time – Wednesday, March 12 at 7 p.m. Come in pajamas 
and listen to bedtime stories. For children of all ages with an adult. No 
registration required. 

Story Time with Miss Lucy and Mr. Mike – Monday, March 17 at 10:30 a.m. 
For children of all ages with an adult. No registration required.

A Time for Kids –  Monday, March 31 at 10:30 a.m., 12 noon or 1:15 p.m.
Educational activities combine preschool concepts and fun. For ages 18 
months to 5 years with an adult. Registration begins March 24.

PlayHooray – Monday, April 7. A preschool music and movement program. 
Ages birth to 17 months with an adult at 10 a.m. Ages 18 months to 2½ 
years with an adult at 11 a.m. Ages 18 months to 4 years with an adult 
at 12 noon. Ages 2½ to 5 years with an adult at 1 p.m. Registration begins 
March 31.

This year we celebrate World Tales – traditional stories from around the 
globe that are passed on through generations. Children’s Services will be 
the center of March storytelling activities, led by master storyteller Jonathan 
Kruk. Funding for the following activities is provided by the Jackie Spielman 
Storytelling Fund of the Port Washington Library Foundation.

Tales From Around the World – Friday, March 21 at 4 p.m. Children in grades 
K and up with an adult are invited to a delightful, interactive performance with 
Jonathan Kruk. No tickets or registration required.

Story Makers Workshops with Jonathan Kruk – Friday, March 21 and Friday, 
March 28 from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Jonathan leads two workshops for children in 
grades 4 through 6. Participants will turn a personal story or a favorite folktale 
into a short performance piece and be asked to perform at the World Festival 
on March 30. Registration begins March 10 by calling Children’s Services at 
883-4400, Ext. 150.

World Festival – Sunday, March 30 from 1 to 6 p.m. Registered student Story 
Makers and volunteers will be invited to perform their favorite tales in the 
Children’s Room Jackie Spielman Story Circle throughout the Festival. Jona-
than Kruk will be the storyteller Master of Ceremonies.

To register and/or inquire about availability for the following programs, 
please call Children’s Services at 883-4400, Ext.150.

Intergenerational Chess Workshops  –  Sundays, March 2, 9, 16, 23 from 1:30 
to 2:30 p.m. For children ages 6 to 12 years with a parent, grandparent or 
favorite adult. Registration began February 19 – call for availability. Priority 
given to first time registrants. Sponsored by the Friends of the Library in 
memory of Lawrence Kamisher.
Graphic Novel Book Discussion – Tuesday, March 4 from 7:15 to 8:15 p.m. 
Are you a fan of the Lunch Lady Series? Can you not get enough of Big 
Nate? Students in grades 5 and 6 are invited for the first Graphic Novel 
Book Discussion to discuss Amulet: The Stonekeeper (Book 1 in the Series) 
by Kazu Kibuishi. Registration began February 11 – call for availability.

Birthday Bash Story Time – Wednesdays at 4 p.m. Each week will highlight 
an author’s birthday that takes place during the month of March. Books 
written by Mem Fox will be shared on March 5, by Diane and Leo Dillon 
on March 12, by Douglas Florian on March 19 and by Doreen Cronin on 
March 26. For children ages 4 to 7 years without an adult. Registration 
not required. 

Tweens’ night out – Friday, March 7 from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Students in grades 
5 and 6 are invited to join Nautical Council member Andrea Watson for 
a fun night out. You’ll learn all about nautical flags, what they symbolize 
and play the game Flag Charades. Registration began February 25 – call 
for availability.

Book Bunch – Thursday, March 20 at 4 p.m. Monthly book discussion for 
children in grades 3 and 4. Call for availability.

Page Turners – Tuesday, March 25 at 7:15 p.m. Monthly book discussion 
for children in grades 5 and 6. Call for availability.

Creative 
Readers

Saturdays, March 1, 8, 15, 22, 
29 and April 5.

Children in kindergar ten 
through grade 5 will use dra-
ma, games, ar t, movement 
and music to get kids hooked 
on reading.

If you are interested in signing 
up your child or are a high 
school student interested in 
volunteering, please contact 
Ann Marie Fitzpatrick at cre-
ativereadersinport@
yahoo.com. 

Co-sponsored by the Por t 
Washington Public Library in 
partnership with PortSEPTA 
and Elise May of Storytime 
Theater.

Kindergarten through Sixth Grade

Early Childhood

Tweens Night Out March 2013

At right: Master storyteller Jonathan Kruk

World Festival



  Although mostly gentrified, 
with a multitude of cafes, music 
venues, boutiques and gourmet 
restaurants, Manhattan’s Lower 
East Side is still culturally diverse. 
On Wednesday, June 18, we’ll visit 
museums which celebrate Chinese, 
Italian and Jewish cultures. 

Founded in 1980 and recently 
expanded, The Museum of Chinese 
in America brings 160 years of 
Chinese-American history to life 
through its innovative exhibitions, 
educational and cultural programs. 

Built in 1887, by Eastern Eu-
ropean immigrants in America, the 

The Lower East Side: Not Your Grandparents’ 
Neighborhood

Museum at Eldridge Street Syna-
gogue was their first great house 
of worship. The Italian American 
Museum once housed Banca Stabile 
founded in 1885. During its heyday, 
the bank was a link for the immi-
grants in the United States with their 
relatives in Italy.

Between visits, we’ll enjoy 
brunch at Spitzer’s Corner, which 
features an eclectic American menu. 
Weather permitting, we’ll make a 
special stop before returning. Fee of 
$85 per person is payable at registra-
tion, beginning March 11 — space 
is limited.

The Music Advisory Council 
welcomes pianist Benjamin Hoch-
man to the library stage on Sunday, 
March 23 at 3 p.m. Music Council 
programs are funded by donations 
to the Port Washington Library 
Foundation.

Avery Fisher Career Grant 
Winner Benjamin Hochman made 
his highly acclaimed New York 
recital debut at the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, which was soon 
followed by engagements with 
the New York Philharmonic and 
the Israel Philharmonic at Carn-
egie Hall. A native of Jerusalem, 
he was selected to participate in 
the Chamber Music Society of 
Lincoln Center’s CMS Two, Isaac 
Stern’s International Chamber 
Music Encounters at the Jerusalem 
Music Centre and Carnegie Hall’s 
Professional Training Workshops. 
His numerous engagements at 
New York’s 92nd Street Y have 
highlighted a penchant for diverse 
programming.

Mr. Hochman has performed 
as soloist with the Chicago, San 
Francisco, Pittsburgh and Jeru-
salem Symphony Orchestras, 

A message from the Library Board

Sha Na Na founder Henry Gross visits 
On Friday, March 14 at 7:30 

p.m. our SoundSwap series wel-
comes singer-songwriter Henry 
Gross, best known as a founding 
member of Sha Na Na. He will 
perform his one-man show One 
Hit Wanderer, which chronicles the 
highlights of his life in and out of 
the entertainment business.

At age 14, the Brooklyn native 
was playing regularly in New York 
area clubs. At 18, he co-founded 
Sha Na Na, playing guitar and 
sporting his high school greaser 
clothing.

Gross broke from Sha Na Na 
to become a solo singer-songwriter 
in 1970. His 1976 album Release 
contained the hit single “Shannon,” 
a song written about the death of 
Beach Boy Carl Wilson’s Irish Set-
ter. In the 1980s, Henry performed 
in the road company production of 
Pump Boys and Dinettes. In 1993, 
he released Nothing But Dreams 
on his own Zelda Records, a label 

named for his mother. His 1996 
song “Big Guitar” was a Top 40 
Country Radio hit for the group 
Blackhawk. Henry’s album I’m 
Hearing Things was his first release 
in the 2000s, followed by One Hit 
Wanderer (2006), Foreverland 
(2007), Rhymes and Misdemeanors 
(2011) and Right as Rain (2011), all 
recorded with multi-instrumental-
ist John McLane.

the Prague and Los Angeles Phil-
harmonic Orchestras, Istanbul 
State Symphony and National Arts 
Centre Orchestra in Canada. As a 
recitalist, he has appeared at the 
Concertgebouw in Amsterdam, the 
Louvre, l’Auditori de Barcelona, the 
Tel Aviv Museum, New York’s Weill 
Recital Hall, the Gardner Museum 
in Boston, the Kennedy Center in 
Washington, D.C. and Suntory Hall 
in Tokyo. International festivals in-
clude Lucerne, Spoleto, Klavierfes-
tival Ruhr, Prussia Cove, Marlboro, 
Ravinia, Gilmore and Santa Fe.

Mr. Hochman is on the piano 
faculty of the Longy School of 
Music of Bard College. He studied 
in Israel with Esther Narkiss and 
Emanuel Krasovsky, and later 
graduated from the Curtis Institute 
of Music and Mannes College of 
Music, where his principal teachers 
were Claude Frank and Richard 
Goode. His studies were supported 
by the America-Israel Cultural 
Foundation. Homage to Schubert is 
Mr. Hochman’s second solo recital 
recording — his debut recording of 
works by Bach, Berg and Webern 
was released by Artek in 2009.

Pianist Benjamin Hochman

Igniting creativity. Fueling 
imaginations. Encouraging passions. 
Lofty goals for any organization, but 
goals that we at the Port Washington 
Public Library think are within our 
reach. It goes without saying that 
public libraries are important to 
their communities. The availability 
of computers, tablets and Internet 
access is as fundamental to libraries 
as books and reference service, and 
we are committed to meeting and 
keeping up with the demands of our 
community. This continues to be a  
priority in the increasingly digital 
information environment in which 
we live.

To that end, we now circulate 
eReaders pre-loaded with New York 
Times bestsellers and iPods with 
music playlists downloaded for you 
by our staff of music lovers. If you 
haven’t taken the step into this arena 
of the digital universe, we’ve made 
it easy for you to give it a try. Stop 
by the front desk to get started. 
Additionally, we were chosen as a 
pilot library by lynda.com, which 
means that from our website you 
can log on and access thousands of 
lynda courses — everything from 
advanced photo editing and smart 
board essentials to leadership train-
ing and confidence building.

The Budget that we will present 
to the community on April 8 (see next 
month’s issue) falls below the cur-
rent 1.46 percent cap. We have held 
the line even with the  components of 
the budget, such as health care and 
pension costs, over which the Library 
Board has no control. The Board 
carefully analyzed all expenditures 
to stay below the cap, and feel that 
we’ve arrived at a budget that both 
achieves this goal and maintains the 
Library at a level that the public has 
come to expect.

Last year, like most in our 
recent history, was a dynamic one. 
We once again received the “5-Star 
Library” designation from Library 
Journal. The sur vey showcases 
U.S. public libraries whose levels of 
service delivery distinguish them 
among their peers. We serve all seg-
ments of the population, and find 
that young patrons and their families 
are among our most active users: at-

tending storytimes and workshops, 
borrowing books and participating 
in summer reading clubs and the 
Great Librar y Card Adventure. 
Thanks, Port Washington for mak-
ing us a 5-star institution.

In 2013, we celebrated the 
20th Anniversary of our innovative 
and active ESOL program. What 
started as a simple initiative, with 
limited resources and just 5 volun-
teers and 6 students, our English 
for Speakers of Other Languages 
Program is now a burgeoning 
program with 50 volunteer tutors 
and 3 part-time staff members. We 
currently serve 225 students who 
are new to our country and culture.

We’ve followed mandates in 
our strategic plan to reconfigure 
space in an effort to foster that pre-
viously mentioned creativity, imagi-
nation and passion. Students and 
life-long learners alike fill all of the 
available space on a daily basis. We 
are proud of the work we’ve done 
this year and are happy that you 
have responded to our initiatives 
with enthusiasm. A major project 
on the horizon is the renovation of 
our thriving children’s room, which 
will be undertaken with funding 
from the Port Washington Library 
Foundation. 

We hope that you’ll enjoy our 
World Festival on March 30. The 
special event, generously funded by 
our Friends of the Library, allows 
you the opportunity to visit thirty 
five cultures and share their unique 
displays, artifacts, food, games, 
crafts, stories and costumes. We 
aim to inspire! More importantly, 
we ask that you review the budget 
in next month’s issue. The Budget 
Vote and Trustee Election takes 
place on Tuesday, April 8, from 
7 a.m. to 9 p.m. Applications for 
absentee ballots are available at 
the library’s administration office 
Monday through Friday between 9 
a.m. and 5 p.m., at the Information 
and Reference Desks, or at www.
pwpl.org. I look forward to serving 
you for another five years.

Robert Lee Aitken
President, Board of Trustees
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What’s new in TeenSpace for grades
7 through 12?

Wii U Wednesdays 
Join us after school to play your fa-
vorite video games on the big screen. 
Please check our website weekly 
for specific dates. No registration 
required. For grades 7 through 12. 
3:30 to 5 p.m. FREE.

SAT Prep course Series
March 18
(6 classes)

Instructor Lauren Moche Allen will 
lead this highly interactive course, 
which incorporates a mix of teacher-
directed lessons and question and 
answer opportunities. At the con-
clusion of the course, students will 
have gained a background of the 
test, experience with specific types 
of questions, a range of strategies 
for attacking each section, and most 
importantly, greater confidence in 
their ability to succeed on test day.
In-person registration begins March 
3 in TeenSpace for Port Washington 
teens. Fee: $165 check or money 
order made payable to the Por t 
Washington Public Library. This fee 
is for 6 sessions and includes a copy 

of the class text, The Official SAT 
Study Guide, published by the Col-
lege Board. Session dates: Tuesday 
March 18, 25, April 1, 8, 22, and 29. 
6 to 8 p.m. 

celebrate Teen Tech Week

The Young Adult Library Services 
Association (YALSA) is pleased to 
announce Teen Tech Week (March 
9 through 15), a celebration aimed 
at getting teens to use their libraries 
for an array of technology such as 
ebooks, audiobooks, DVDs, CDs, 
video games and databases. 

Everyday ways to celebrate technol-
ogy at the library include:

•	 Borrow	 a	 Nook	 preloaded	
with popular titles.

•	 Online	Learning	is	easy	with	
Lynda.com. Just log in with your 
library card and get busy learning 
from hundreds of online software 
videos. 

•	 Enter	the	Virtual	Reference	
Room for homework help using a va-
riety of databases and services such 
as Tutor.com and Ask a Librarian.

•	 Get	your	own	personal	book	
recommendations from a TeenSpace 
librarian by filling out an “Readers’ 
Advisory Form”  at www.pwpl.org/
teenspace.

•	 Join	our	online	Teen	Book	
Club and receive chapters of the 
book emailed to you daily. 

•	 Download	our	PWPL	mobile	
app for self check out, to reserve 
materials and to see our calendar of 
events. 

•	 Sunday,	March	30
World Festival. Celebrate with us 
all day! 


