








 

As we reached the end of our 
fiscal year on June 30, the Library 
Board of Trustees completed an 
in-depth  look at the goals and ob-
jectives of the previous year. Our 
Strategic Plan, developed with the 
community, is at the forefront of 
our agenda.

LIFELONG LEARNING

Lifelong Learning is a major 
goal of the plan. In addition to our 
current menu of programs for 
adults, which include lectures, film, 
art, concerts, theatre and exercise, 
the Friends of the Library is plan-
ning a one day university program 
early next month (see story in this 
issue). There is also a peer-led 
writing group which meets weekly 
at the library, and another which 
meets monthly.

Our Career Counseling ser-
vice continues to grow and has 
been promised a $20,000 member 
item appropriation from Senator 
Craig Johnson. Twenty one-on-one 
counseling sessions are held each 
month.  The Jobs and Careers 
Center has reached out to partner 
with the One-Stop Career Center in 
Hicksville, and has referred patrons 
who need more  intensive services 
and vocational skills training.

We participated in the Model 
Boat Regatta again this year during 
Harborfest. The Tepper Intergener-
ational Fund of the Port Washington 
Library Foundation supported this 
program, as well as visits to the Met-
ropolitan Opera and the Museum of 
Natural History.

Our popular Museum Pass 
Program now boasts 15 museums 
— the most recent addition being  
the Intrepid Sea, Air and Space 
Museum.  

As we broaden our scope 
to serve our ever-changing com-
munity, we have made strides in 
reaching out to other cultures in 
Port Washington. A Latino Festival, 
co-sponsored with the Landmark 
on Main Street and Friends of the 
Library, was an overwhelming suc-
cess.

Library communications and 
marketing have been enhanced with 
an e-mail notification system, and 
we are proud to report that we have 
collected more e-mail addresses 
than any other library in the county. 
Our library also has a Facebook 
page. If you’d like to receive library 
updates via Facebook, log on to your 
page, search Port Washington Pub-
lic Library, and become a “fan.”

FACILITY REVIEW

 Assistant Director Corinne 
Camarata has led a staff-wide ef-
fort to explore ways to enhance our    
Reference Room and Stack Wing 

We’re always thinking service: consider Kindle

If you’ve heard the word 
“Kindle” a lot lately, you’re not 
alone. Amazon’s portable reading 
device is about the size of a paper-
back book, and can hold over 200 
digital books, newspapers, maga-
zines, and/or blog posts.  Through 
a generous donation by Myron 
Blumenfeld, the library now has 
a Kindle book reader which we 
would like to demonstrate. Why 
not come in and see what the 
Kindle is all about? We’ve down-
loaded several recent titles, as well 
as a daily subscription to the New 
York Times. We also have a printed 
version of the Kindle User’s Guide 
for your easy reference. Call the 

Reference Room at 883-4400, Ext. 
111 or send an e-mail to reference@
pwpl.org and let us know when you’d 
like to stop by.

In the Photography Gallery: September 10 through October 31

Phyllis Bohrer: The World In Color
Little Neck resident Phyllis 

Bohrer writes: “I started in pho-
tography because of my love for 
animals. I bought my first camera 
because I was going on an African 
safari. Most of my photography 
is from foreign travels and photo 
workshops. I feel photography is 
more than a source of factual and 
visual forms of expression. It is a 
dramatic and captivating creative 
art. And I try to live up to that 

belief with my images. As much as 
I am involved with my photography, 
I am still in private practice as a 
psychotherapist. My art exhibit is 
called The World in Color. I picked 
this theme as I am very much into 
dramatic, colorful shots that capture 
the essence of a place and the people 
who live there.”

Meet the photographer at a 
presentation of her work on Monday, 
September 14 at 7:30 p.m.

Board Objectives 2008-09 / End of Year Report

A letter to the community
collections. As reference and non-
fiction materials are more readily 
available on-line, it has become 
apparent that the space can be 
better used for collaborative work 
and study spaces.  Weeding these 
collections will allow for better mar-
keting of our popular collections.  

E-MAIL NOTIFICATION

The 8200 patrons whose e-
mail addresses are in our database 
now receive notification of when 
library materials are about to be-
come due. Steps will be taken to 
enhance use of this system.

EXPAND GREEN INITIATIVES

The library has changed a 
number of its policies in an effort 
to be more “green.” These include 
the purchasing of organic cleaning 
products, a recycling program, two-
sided copying of documents and/or 
sharing documents online without 
printing, organic landscaping and 
the completion of the sensor light-
ing project. We will continue to 
explore green possibilities as they 
become available to us.

FORMALIZE FUNDRAISING

A committee of the Library 
Board of Trustees and members of 
the Friends of the Library and the 
Port Washington Library Founda-
tion met several times over the 
past year to reach an agreement 
about fundraising roles.  The final 
recommendation, prepared by the 
library board, was accepted by both 
parties.

OPERATING EFFICIENCIES

Library administration and  
staff met to encourage ideas on 
how to cut energy use.  Ideas such 
as shutting down computer moni-
tors, switching off lights in spaces 
that are not in use and reducing the 
hours that air conditioning is in use 
have been implemented.

The installation of variable 
speed drives this fall promises to 
reduce energy consumption sig-
nificantly.

As we implement new initia-
tives and add to our growing roster 
of services, we will do our best to 
keep you informed using many of 
the new technologies that are at 
our disposal. We’ll also make use 
of more traditional tools as well. 
We welcome your comments as we 
continue on our journey.

      
Julie Geller, President
Library Board of Trustees
July 9, 2009
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What’s new in TeenSpace for grades 7 - 12?
Teen Read Week is Coming!

The Port Washington Public Library, 
in conjunction with the American 
Library Association, invites you to 
“Read Beyond Reality @ Your Li-
brary.” Teen Read Week (October 
18-24) is a national initiative to en-
courage teens to read for fun.

Complete information will be listed 
in the October calendar.  See below 
for details on how to get involved 
with our Teen Read Photo Board!

September 28 – October 13
Teen Read Photo Board

Star in your own READ mini-poster.  
Pick your favorite book, include the 
title, author and in 25 words or less 
why you think it’s the best. Bring 
in your entry between September 
28 and October 13. We’ll take your 
picture and include it on our photo 
board during Teen Read Week.  All 
teens who enter will receive a prize, 
and qualify for a bigger prize draw-
ing. Co-sponsored by the FOL.

Read!!
Looking for something to read? Visit 
TeenSpace and pick up a hot new 
release. Here are a few new titles:

Reality Check by Peter Abrahams. 
After a knee injury destroys 16-year-
old Cody’s college hopes, he drops 
out of high school, but when his ex-
girlfriend disappears from her Ver-
mont boarding school, Cody travels 
cross-country to join the search.  (YA 
FIC Abrahams)

Being Nikki: an Airhead Novel 
by Meg Cabot. Studious, socially 
conscious Emerson Watts learns 
startling news about the family of a 
teen supermodel into whose body 
Emerson’s brain was transplanted 
by the nefarious Stark Corporation. 
(YA FIC Cabot)

Sebastian Drake: Prince of Pi-
rates by Philip Caveney. Concluding 
that he will never be a jester, half-
elvish 17-year-old Sebastian sets out 
with his friends to seek buried pirate 
treasure.  (YA FIC Caveney)

If the Witness Lied by Caroline B. 
Cooney. Torn apart by tragedies and 
the publicity they brought, three sib-
lings tap into their parents’ courage 
to protect their brother  from further 
exploitation. (YA FIC Cooney)

After the Moment by Garret Frey-
mann-Weyr. When 17-year-old Leigh 
changes high schools to help his 
stepsister, he fi nds himself falling in 
love with her emotionally disturbed 
friend. (YA FIC Freymann-Weyr)

Den of Thieves by Julia Golding. 
Asked to become a spy while living a 
public life as a ballerina, Cat accepts 
the challenge and leaves the The-
ater Royal behind, suddenly fi nding 
herself in the heart of revolutionary 
Paris. (YA FIC Golding)

Necropolis by Anthony Horowitz. 
To stop the evil corporation Night-
rise, four Gatekeepers travel to 
Hong Kong to fi nd Scarlet, the fi nal 
Gatekeeper, whose fate is inextri-
cably joined to their own. (YA FIC 
Horowitz)

Swoon by Nina Malkin. In rural 
Connecticut, 17-year-old Dice tries 
to exorcise a 17th-century spirit who 
possesses her cousin Pen. (YA FIC 
Malkin)

Cashay by Margaret McMullen. 
When her world is turned upside 
down by her sister’s death, a mentor 

is assigned to 14-year-old Cashay to 
help her through her anger and grief.  
(YA FIC McMullen)

Peace, Love & Baby Ducks by 
Lauren Myracle. Carly’s summer 
volunteer experience makes her feel 
more real than her life of privilege in 
Atlanta ever did. (YA FIC Myracle)


