











Ask the career coach. ..

With job search being the
hottest topic today, I am sharing
some of my most frequently asked
questions:

Q. How important is the cover
letter when answering an ad or e-
mail posting?

A. Very important! Make
sure it’s specifically directed to
the requirements in the ad or post-
ing. It should sell you! You can lift
short, specific accomplishments
right off yout resume that directly
apply to the job. Ask yourself this
question, “What do I think this
employer would want to see im-
mediately when he/she looks at
an applicant’s letter?” Get your
points in at the beginning of your
letter — your reader may not read
to the bottom. In a competitive job
market, you only get a few seconds’
consideration.

Q. What is Social Network-
ing?

A. Face-to-face networking
is always the best method of job
search, but it stands to reason that
new, electronic methods have ar-
rived. Social networking involves

using websites to gain access to
others’ networks.

One network that is highly
recommended for midlife profes-
sionals and managerial folks is
LinkedIn. You must join and submit
your information before you can
gain access. The younger set uses
Twitter and Facebook.

Q. What about following up
with phone calls after sending re-
sumes and cover letters?

A.The answer is “It depends.”
If you're answering an advertise-
ment or a posting on a website,
write the very best cover letter and
resume you can, and, as the saying
goes, “don’t call them, they’ll call
you.” However, if you are writing
a letter/resume that you have
originated because you thought
they might be interested in your
background or because a contact
suggested you write, by all means
follow up by phone.

Speaking of being proactive,
set aside some time to approach
employers who are not advertising
at the moment. I can show you how
to do this in a systematic, organized

way that will open a new source of
leads.

Ramp up your job search to the
next level in the New Year! Make a
Career Coaching appointment. Call
883-4400, Ext. 111 to get started.

Lawrence Kamisher
remembered

Join us on Friday, January
9 at 12:10 p.m. as the Friends of
the Library remembers Lawrence
Kamisher with a Sandwiched In
program, Louise Nevelson: Public
and Private.

Shirley Romaine presents
rare interviews with Ms. Nevelson,
who was considered by many to be
the Empress of Modern Art. This
lecture will be accompanied by a
reading of Ms. Nevelson’s poetry.

Larry was a long-time pres-
ence at our Sandwiched In series,
and his sketches often delighted the
lecturers and performers.

Our staff picks its favorites from 2008

Our staff picks its favorite titles
(in no particular order) from 2008.
Enjoy!

The Ten-Cent Plague by David
Hadju. A description of the time
(first half of the 20" century) when
comic books started to proliferate and
become so popular that eventually
there was an outcry from various in-
dividuals declaring that certain types
of comic books (those that dealt with
crime or the supernatural) were of
questionable merit and thus, were not
suitable for the general public (espe-
cially children). Richard Hausdorff,
Information Services

Shooting the Moon by Frances
Dowell. Twelve-year-old Jamie learns
about the severity of war while devel-
oping rolls of film sent by her brother
who is stationed in Vietnam during
the Vietnam War. Rachel Fox, Chil-
dren’s Services

Julia Glass’ I See You Everywhere
is a fascinating novel about family.
The relationship between the two
sisters in all their complicated differ-
ences is compelling. I like Julia Glass
as a writer. This is her third book
and I loved all of them. Patti Paris,
Information Services

Family Planning by Karan Ma-
hajan. Mr. Ahuja, a Minister of Ur-
ban Development in New Delhi, is
beset by problems: thirteen children
and another on the way; a wife who

mourns the loss of her favorite TV
star; and a teenage son with some
really strong opinions about family
planning. To make matters worse,
looming over this comical farrago
are secrets — both personal and
political — hat threaten to push the
Ahuja household into disastrous
turmoil. Karan Mahajan brilliantly
captures the frenetic pace of In-
dia’s capital and the dysfunction of
modern family life. You'll laugh out
loud, and maybe shed a tear or two.
Jessica Ley, Programming

Trinidad Noir, from the
Akashic Noir series, is a book of
irreverent short stories, a perfect
look into the window of the Ca-
ribbean psyche in general, and
Trinidad (where I came from) in
particular. Leah Lawrence, Techni-
cal Services

For those who have travelled
to or lived in India, White Tiger
by Aravind Adiga can bring back
memories of merchant stalls, irra-
tional traffic, unique customs, and
the current realities of outsourcing
and technological change. Writ-
ten in the (fictional) present as a
long-winded-letter from an Indian
entrepreneur to the Chinese Prime
Minister, White Tigeris a quick read
and insightful comment on the com-
petition between China and India
for global hegemony. Elly Shodell,
Oral History

Glamour of the Gods: Photo-
graphs from the John Kobal Foun-
dation by Robert Dance. A coffee
table book full of glossy, sepia-tinted
photos of movie stars from the 1920s
through the 1950s. Jonathan Guil-
droy, Media Services

Careless in Red by Elizabeth
George is the latest in the author’s In-
spector Lynley series. The Inspector
is reeling from the death of his wife
and unborn child and goes walking
along the Cornwall cliffs in an at-
tempt to avoid the pain. Naturally, he
finds a body — it is a mystery — and
breaks into a cottage to phone the
authorities since he is without his
own phone. In fact, he is without iden-
tification or even a change of clothes,
so after a week or so of outdoor living,
he looks the part, and is considered
a suspect. Elizabeth George writes
mysteries, yes, but her strength is
in characterization and she is a pro.
Lee Fertitta, Adult Services

Girls Like Us: Carole King,
Joni Mitchell, Carly Simon and the
Journey of a Generation by Sheila
Weller. Weller does an amazing job of
melding what seem, on a superficial
level, to be three disparate stories.
But the similarities between these
three gifted musical pioneers run far
deeper than their gender and level
of talent. The insights into the fine
musician who connects their stories
also make for a fascinating subplot.
Tony Traguardo, Media Services

Paper Towns by John Green.
One month before graduating from
his Central Florida high school,
Quentin “Q” Jacobsen basks in the
predictable boringness of his life un-
til the beautiful and exciting Margo
Roth Spiegelman, Q’s neighbor and
classmate, takes him on a midnight
adventure and then mysteriously dis-
appears. Lori Gerbasi, TeenSpace

To Be Like the Sun by Susan
Marie Swanson, illustrated by Mar-
garet Chodos-Irvine. A child reflects
on how a small, striped gray seed
eventually becomes a strong, beau-
tiful sunflower. Karen Anderson,
Children’s Services

74 TEN-GENT PLAGUE

The Great Comic-Book Scare
asd How It Changed America-




What’s new in TeenSpace for grades 7 through 12?

Did you know that TeenSpace has
a great assortment of magazines
for teens? Some of the titles in our
collection are Seventeen, PC Gamer,
MAD Magazine, The New York Times
Upfront, Electronic Gaming Monthly,
Shonen Jump and Shojo Beat. In ad-
dition, we've just added Transworld
Skateboarding and AP (Alternative
Press.) Stop by and see what every-
one is reading.

Top Picks for 2008

Here is a recommended reading list
just for teens, complied by the Young
Adult Services Staff. It reflects some
of our favorites from 2008.

Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson.
After being sold to a cruel couple in
New York City, a slave named Isabel
spies for the rebels during the Revo-
lutionary War.

The Astonishing Life of Octavian
Nothing: Vol 2: The Kingdom on the
Waves by M.'T. Anderson. Octavian,
the 16-year-old slave whose story
began in The Pox Party, continues his
search for identity in this philosophi-
cal sequel.

Graceling by Kristin Cashore. In a
world where some people are born
with extreme sKkills called Graces,
Katsa struggles for redemption from
her own horrifying Grace (the Grace
of killing) and teams up with another
young fighter to save their land from
a corrupt king.

Lock and Key by Sarah Dessen. When
she is abandoned by her alcoholic
mother, high school senior Ruby
winds up living with Cora, the sister
she has not seen for ten years. Ruby
and learns about Cora’s new life and
what makes a family.

Little Brother by Cory Doctorow. Af-
ter being interrogated for days by the
Department of Homeland Security
in the aftermath of a major terrorist
attack on San Francisco, 17-year-old
Marcus, released into what is now
a police state, decides to use his
expertise in computer hacking to set
things right.

Planet Pregnancy by Linda Oatman
High. Sixteen-year-old Sahara strug-
gles with an unplanned pregnancy
and all its conflicting emotions in this
novel told in free verse.

The Disreputable History of Frankie
Landau-Banks by E. Lockhart.
Frankie Landau-Banks begins sopho-
more year at an elite boarding school
and learns from an all-male secret
society that no matter how funny or
smart she may be, she will never be
a part of their group.

Madapple by Christina Meldrum. A
girl raised in near isolation is thrown
into a twisted web of family secrets
and religious fundamentalism when
her mother dies and she goes to live
with relatives she never knew.

The Adoration of Jenna Fox by Mary
E. Pearson. When biotechnological
advances have made synthetic bod-
ies and brains possible but illegal, a
17-year-old girl, recovering from a
serious accident, learns a startling
secret about her existence.

Trouble by Gary D. Schmidt. Four-
teen-year-old Henry, wishing to
honor his brother Franklin’s dying
wish, sets out to hike Maine’s Mount
Katahdin with his best friend and
dog. But fate adds another com-
panion — the Cambodian refugee
accused of fatally injuring Franklin

— and reveals troubles that predate
the accident.

Hurricane Song: A Novel of New Or-
leans by Paul Volponi. Miles Shaw
goes to live with his jazz musician
father in New Orleans. Together
they survive Hurricane Katrina in
the Superdome.
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