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MUSIC STUDY CLUB OF PORT WASHINGTON 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

Originally known as the “Tuesday Afternoon Musical”, the Music Study Club of Port 

Washington was founded in 1919 by a group of local musicians who met informally to 

perform and discuss music. The first of the informal meetings was held at the home of 

Mrs. Richard Sweezy on Reid Avenue, with Mrs. Florence Engel, Mrs. Mullon, Mrs. 

Lowry, and Mrs. Olive Singer all in attendance. In 1925 the Club joined the National 

Federation of Music Clubs. Since the inception of the club, the meetings have begun with 

the presentation of a research paper on a musicological topic which has been chosen in 

advance by the members. This portion of the meeting, which precedes the musical 

performance, is integral to the club’s ongoing mission. 

 

In the years after World War II the club made several changes, allowing non-performing 

(Associate) members to join, while continuing the traditional structure of the meetings. 

The club continues to thrive and to serve the community through the Olive Singer awards 

for Port Washington Public School students, charitable contributions to local 

organizations, and public performances.  

 

 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT: 

The records of the Music Study Club of Port Washington include minutes, reports, 

programs, photographs, and clippings documenting the history of the club and its 

activities. The papers contain early program booklets and records of music and 

performers for the club’s meetings. Also included is a history of the Music Study Club 

written by Marie Bird in 1953. 

 

 

 

ORGANIZATION: 

The collection is arranged into three series: 

 

 SERIES I: Administrative Files 

 SERIES II: Program Files 

 SERIES III:  Photographs 

 SERIES IV:   Clippings 

 SERIES V: Miscellaneous 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SERIES DESCRIPTIONS: 

 

Series I:   Administrative Files, [1953-2006] (20 folders) 

Files include minutes, reports, attendance and membership information, records of the 

awards program, the constitution and by-laws of the club, and the club history written by 

Marie Bird in 1953. 

 

Series II:  Program Files [1921-2009] (18 folders) 

Files contain early printed programs of club meetings and also program information 

listing performers and music for the years 1981-2007. In addition the files contain 

information on choosing program themes and a selection of research papers presented by 

members. Some of the season program booklets for the early years for the club were hand 

made and decorated by the members.  

 

Series III:  Photographs [1951-1998] (3 folders) 

Photographs and negatives of club members and programs.  

  

Series IV:  Clippings [1922 –2007] (11 folders) 

Clippings regarding club meetings and events. 

 

Series V:  Miscellaneous [ca. 1937-2006] (3 folders) 

Miscellaneous files relating to members, and autographs from Marjorie Elliott and 

Kirsten Flagstad. 

 

BOX LIST: 

Box Folder  Content 

1  

Series I: Administrative Files 

1 Anniversaries – Golden (50
th

) & 60
th

, 1968; 1978 

 2 Anniversaries – Diamond (75
th

) Jubilee, 1993 

 3 Attendance records, ca. 1977-2004  

 4 Awards Program – Olive Singer Memorial Awards, ca. 1968-1998 

 5 Awards Program – Thank-you notes from recipients, ca. 1968-1995 

 6 Business Meetings – Minutes, 1970-1994 

 7 Committee Reports, 1998-2002 

 8 Committee Reports, 2003-2006 

 9 Committees – School Liaison Committee, 1996-2003 

 10 Constitution and by-laws, 1962-1992 

 11 Guest book, 1971-1989 

 12 History of the Music Study Club of Port Washington by Marie Bird, 1953  

 13 History – Miscellaneous papers, ca. 1967-2006 

 14 Meetings – Minutes, 1984; 1990-1993 

 15 Meetings – Minutes, 1998 

 16 Meetings – Minutes, 2000-2001 

 17 Meetings – Minutes, 2002-2004 

 18 Meetings – Minutes, 2005-2006 



Box Folder  Content 

2 

Series I: Administrative Files (continued) 

 1 Membership Guidelines, ca. 1956-1998 

 2 Membership Lists 

 Series II: Program Files 

 3 Programs, 1921-1940 

 4 Programs, 1941-1946 

 5 Programs, 1951-52; 1957-58 

 6 Programs, 1981-1984 

 7 Programs, 1985-1989 

 8 Programs, 1990-1994 

 9 Programs, 1995-1999 

 10 Programs – Annual Concerts (May), 1983-2009 

 11 Programs – Index of Compositions Performed, ca. 1981-1989 

 12 Program Choices, 1963/64 through 1986/87  

 13 Program Choices, 1987/88 through 2007/09 

 13a Program Lists (Performers and Musical selections), 1999-2009 

 13b Program Lists (Hand-written version kept by Jaqueline Wood), 1999-2009 

 14 Season Program Booklets, 1933/34 – 1939/40 

 15  Season Program Booklets, 1940/41 – 1945/46; 1947/48 – 1949/50 

 16 Season Program Booklets, 1950/51 – 1953/54; 1955/56 – 1957/58 

 17 Season Program Booklets, 1990/91 – 1995/96 

  

Box Folder  Content 

3 

Series II: Program Files 

1 Season Program Booklets, 1996/97 – 2000/01 

2 Season Program Booklets, 2001/02 – 2005/06 

3 Research Papers, 1997-1999 

 Series III:  Photographs  
4 Photographs, 1951-1993 

5 Photographs & Negatives – Diamond Jubilee, 1993 

6 Photographs & Negatives, 1994-1998 & undated 

Series IV: Clippings 

7 Clippings, 1922-1924; 1933-1940 

8 Clippings, 1941-1947 

9 Clippings, 1948-1950 

10 Clippings, 1951-1955 

11 Clippings, 1956-1960 

12 Clippings, 1961-1968 

13 Clippings, 1979-1981; 1982-1984 

14 Clippings, 1989-1992 

15 Clippings, 1993-1997 

16 Clippings, 1998-2007 

17 Clippings, undated 



 

Box Folder  Content 

3 (continued) 

Series IV: Miscellaneous 

18 Autographs (Marjorie Elliott, Kristen Flagstad), 1937 and undated 

19 Members - Poems and Songs, 1968; 1997, and undated 

20 Members – Tributes, Obituaries, & Miscellaneous, ca. 1960-2006 

 

 

 

Map Case Proclamation from the Town of North Hempstead honoring the Music 

Study Club, May 14, 2009 


