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THE RECORDS OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL OF HOMEOWNER
ASSOCIATIONS OF PORT WASHINGTON

ORGANIZATION HISTORY:

The General Council of Homeowner Associations of Port Washington, originally
established in the 1940’s, was reactivated in May 1989 as a “community-wide
organization to address community-wide issues.” Established with the goal of remaining
“politically impartial but civically active,” it is currently a membership organization
consisting of one or two representatives from each of twenty-two civic organizations and
incorporated villages on the Port Washington peninsula. In addition to taxes, initial
concerns included the landfill/incinerator, parking and traffic safety.

Acting as a community “watchdog”, activities and actions of the General Council are
predicated on the affirmation stated in the organization’s 1990 Statement of Purpose and
Policy, “We believe that in seeking to achieve fiscal responsibility and efficiency of
operation in our government entities, not only will the burden on the taxpayer be
lightened but the quality of services enhanced.” Members of committees are responsible
for attending board meetings and public hearings of related government entities,
reviewing budgets and other documents, investigating issues of concern to residents and
developing reports for the public, and presenting recommendations to boards of special
taxing authorities.

SCOPE AND CONTENT:

The collection contains records pertaining to the activities of the General Council of
Homeowner Associations of Port Washington, created or collected from 1989 through
2003. Most records were created or collected by Steven Schlussel, first President of the
General Council and Jeffrey Oring, longtime chairperson of the School District
Committee. The collection provides insight into the issues facing the community during
the last decade of the twentieth century and steps taken to remedy them. Included in the
collection are meeting agendas and minutes of Council and committee meetings;
correspondence between organization officers or committee chairpersons and the special
taxing districts within Port Washington, including the School District, Water District,
Library, Fire Department, Police Department and Water Pollution Control District;
budgets and other official documents distributed by these special districts and collected
by committee members in the course of during research; reports and studies prepared by
organizational committees for dissemination to the public; and newspaper clippings
pertaining to the organization’s activities and actions.



OTHER SUBJECTS:
Oring, Jeffrey
Port Washington Fire Department
Port Washington Police Department
Port Washington Public Library
Port Washington Public Schools
Port Washington Water District
Port Washington Water Pollution District
Schlussel, Steven

SERIES DESCRIPTIONS:

Series I: Organizational Records (36 folders)

Included are Articles of Association and Statement of Purpose and Policy; meeting
agendas and minutes from 1989 through 2001; organizational resolutions; general
correspondence addressed to and received by organization officers; and newspaper
clippings reporting on the General Council’s activities and actions.

Series I1: Organizational Concerns (16 folders)
Included in this series are subject files pertaining to the various issues addressed by the
General Council over the years.

Series I11: Committee Records (163 folders)

In addition to a small amount of material relating to committees that existed for a limited
time, this series is further arranged into sub-series which include material on committees
for which there are a substantial number of records.

Sub-series 1: Fire District Committee (11 folders)

Includes correspondence on Fire District issues between 1989 and 1996, financial
records for 1993 through 1996, as well as Fire Department Constitution and By-
Laws and budgets for various years.

Sub-series I1: Library Committee (16 folders)

Includes correspondence between 1993 and 1997, budgets from 1993/94 to
1997/98 inclusive and 2002/3, as well as other material pertaining to library
operations.

Sub-series I1I: School District Committee (102 folders)

Comprising the bulk of the collection, this series includes correspondence from
1990 through 2001, reports and studies prepared by the committee, and
information collected on a variety of district-related issues. In addition, this sub-
series includes Board of Education meeting minutes and/or agendas (1990-2000),
district budgets (1985-2000), audit reports (1986-1998, including 1996 report of
the NYS Comptroller), and other documents disseminated by the School District.



Sub-series IV: Water District Committee (25 folders)
Includes correspondence and documents collected by the committee including
district budgets for most years between 1986 and 2002.
Sub-series V: Other District Committees (4 folders)
Includes material on Business Improvement Districts, as well as Port
Washington’s Garbage, Police and Water Pollution Control Districts.

BOX LIST:

Box Folder Contents

Series I: Organizational Records

1 1 Articles of Association
2 Articles of Association — Handwritten notes, 1990
3 By-Laws — Other Civic Associations
4 Procedures and Guidelines for Committee Chairs
5 Statement of Purpose and Policy
6 Letter regarding Statement of Purpose and Policy
7 Survey [undated]
8 Blank Letterhead and Folder
9 Organizational Meeting, May 18, 1989 - Invitation and Minutes,
1989
10 Meeting Agendas and Minutes, 1989
11 Meeting Agendas and Minutes, 1990
12 Meeting Agendas and Minutes, 1991
13 Meeting Agendas and Minutes, 1992
14 Meeting Agendas and Minutes, 1993
15 Meeting Agendas and Minutes, 1994
16 Meeting Agendas and Minutes, 1995
17 Meeting Agendas and Minutes, 1996
18 Meeting Agendas and Minutes, 1997
19 Meeting Agendas and Minutes, 1998
20 Meeting Agendas, 1999
21 Meeting Agendas and Minutes, 2000
22 Meeting Agendas, 2001
23 Resolutions, 1990
24 Resolutions, 1992-1993
25 Resolutions, 1995-1998
26 Resolutions, 2000
27 Correspondence, 1989
28 Correspondence, 1990

29 Correspondence, 1991



Box Folder
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Contents

Correspondence with K. Buettner, 1991
Correspondence, 1992
Correspondence, 1993
Correspondence, 1994
Correspondence, 1995
Correspondence, 1996
Correspondence, 1997

“News from the General Council,” 1994 (newsletter)
Membership Directories, 1989-1996
Newspaper Clippings, 1990

Newspaper Clippings, 1991-1992
Newspaper Clippings, 1994-1995
Newspaper Clippings, 1996

Newspaper Clippings, 1997

Newspaper Clippings, 1998

Newspaper Clippings, 1999

Newspaper Clippings, 2000

Series II: Organizational Concerns
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26
27
28
29

A WD

Environment

Local Government Oversight - Forum, January 26, 1995
Morewood Property, 1990-1991

Morewood Property, 1993-1994

Morewood Senior Housing Complex — Public Forum, 1998
Nassau County Assessment Review, 2003

New York State Comptroller — Municipal Auditors Workshop,
1995

Noise Ordinance, 1993

North Hempstead Civic Coalition, 1990

Open Government/Freedom of Information

Special Improvement Districts

Special Improvement Districts — Benefits

Special Improvement Districts — Competitive Bidding
Special Improvement Districts — Elections

Special Improvement Districts — Open Meetings Law
Tax Rates

Series I11: Committee Records

General Council Committees and Liaisons — Lists, 1989-1990,
1994
Landfill/Incinerator Committee, 1989-1990



Folder
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Committee on Overdevelopment, 1997
Committee on Responsible Development, 1998
Parking Committee, 1989-1990

Subseries 1: Fire District Committee
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Correspondence, 1989

Correspondence, 1991

Correspondence, 1992

Correspondence, 1993

Correspondence, 1994

Correspondence, 1995

Correspondence, 1996

Fire Department — Constitution and By-Laws
Fire Department — Service Award Program
Fire Department — Budgets

Fire Department - Financial Records, 1993-1996

Subseries 2: Library Committee
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Correspondence, 1993

Correspondence, 1994

Correspondence, 1995-1997

Library Budget, 1993/94

Library Budget, 1993 — Newspaper Clippings

Library Budget, 1994/95

Library Budget, 1995/96

Library Budget. 1996/97

Library Budget, 1997/98

Library Budget, 2002/03

NYS Comptroller’s Office Report of Examination, October 1994
Library Response to Comptroller’s Report, October 24, 1994
(draft)

“Structure of the Port Washington Public Library” (6/93)

Port Washington Public Library — Board of Trustees — Meeting
Agendas, 1993-1996

Port Washington Public Library — Strategic Plan for New York
State, 1995

Port Washington Public Library Foundation — Financial
Summaries, 1992, 1996

Subseries 3: School Committee

17

Meeting Minutes, May 15,1990, October 3, 1990
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Contents

Recommendations/Position Statements
Correspondence (S. Schlussel), 1990
Correspondence (J. Oring), 1990

Correspondence (S. Schlussel), Jan.-June 1991
Correspondence (S. Schlussel), July-Dec. 1991
Correspondence (J. Oring), 1991
Correspondence (F. Russo), 1990-1991
Correspondence (Other individuals), 1990-1991
Correspondence, 1992

Correspondence, 1993

Correspondence, Jan.-June 1994
Correspondence, July-Dec. 1994
Correspondence, 1995

Correspondence, 1996

Correspondence, 1997-1999

Correspondence, 2000 - 2001

Bond Issues/Capitol Projects, 1990-1993
Budget Process - General

Budget Process, 1994-95

Concerned Citizens of Manorhaven — Polling Site —
Correspondence, 1993-1994

Contracts/ Bargaining

Efficiency Study, 1990

Main Street School, 1988-1989

Main Street School, 1990

Open Meetings Law

Payroll, 1991-92, 1992-93, 1993-94

Salem School, 1990

School Budgets — Various related items

Space Needs

Surplus, 1992

Tax Rate Analysis, 1990-1992

Teacher Salaries, 1980-1991

Teacher Salary Upgrade Program

Teacher Salary Upgrades — Approval Forms
Teacher Salary Upgrades — Class Enrollment and Unit Review,
1990-1992

Teacher Salary Upgrades — Evaluation Committee Forms, 1990-
1993

“An Analysis of Port Washington School District Taxes and
Costs” [prepared by F. Russo, 1991]
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22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

30
31

Contents

“Areas for Consideration to Achieve Cost Savings in the Port
Washington School District” [compiled by General Council of
Homeowner Associations School Committee, 1993]

“Five Year Plan to Enhance Quality and Reduce the Port
Washington School District Budget 15% from $57.4 M to $48.8 M
by the Year 2000/2001,” March 1995 [prepared by S. Schlussel]
“The Port Washington School District 1980-1990” [compiled by
General Council of Homeowner Associations School Committee]
“The Port Washington School District 1980-1990” — Drafts and
Notes

The Port Washington School District 1980-1990” —
Correspondence, 1991-1992

Newspaper clippings, 1990-1993

Newspaper clippings, 1994-1995

Board of Education — Members, 1991-92

Board of Education — By-Law Revision, 1991

Board of Education — Meeting Agendas, 1990

Board of Education — Meeting Minutes and Supporting
Documents, 1991

Board of Education — Meeting Agendas and Minutes, 1992
Board of Education — Meeting Minutes and Attachments, 1993
Board of Education — Meeting Agendas, Minutes and Attachments,
1994

Board of Education - Meeting Agendas, Minutes and Attachments,
Jan-May 1995

Board of Education - Meeting Agendas, Minutes and Attachments,
June-Dec. 1995

Board of Education - Meeting Agendas, Minutes and
Attachments, 1996

Board of Education - Meeting Agendas, Minutes and
Attachments, 1997

Board of Education — Meeting Attachments, 1998

Board of Education — Meeting Attachments, 2000

Port Washington Public Schools — Audit, 1986

Port Washington Public Schools — Audit, 1987

Port Washington Public Schools — Audit, 1990

Port Washington Public Schools — Audit, 1991

Port Washington Public Schools — Audit, 1994

Port Washington Public Schools — Audit, 1995

Port Washington Public Schools — Audit, 1996

Port Washington Public Schools — Report of New York State
Comptroller, 1996

Port Washington Public Schools — Audit, 1998

Port Washington Public Schools — Budget, 1985/86
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32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44

12
13

14
15

16
17

18

Contents

Port Washington Public Schools — Budget, 1986/87
Port Washington Public Schools — Budget, 1987/88
Port Washington Public Schools — Budget, 1988/89
Port Washington Public Schools — Budget, 1989/90
Port Washington Public Schools — Budget, 1990/91
Port Washington Public Schools — Budget, 1991/92
Port Washington Public Schools — Budget, 1992/93
Port Washington Public Schools — Budget, 1993/94
Port Washington Public Schools — Budget, 1994/95
Port Washington Public Schools — Budget, 1995/96
Port Washington Public Schools — Budget, 1996/97
Port Washington Public Schools — Proposed Budget, 1997/98
Port Washington Public Schools — Budget, 2000/01

Port Washington Public Schools — Comprehensive Assessment
Report, 1990

Port Washington Public Schools — Comprehensive Assessment
Report, 1992

Port Washington Public Schools — Comprehensive Assessment
Report, 1993

Port Washington Public Schools — Comprehensive Assessment
Report, 1995

Contracts — Instructional Employees, 1988 — 2001

Contracts — Other Employees, 1988 — 2001

Board of Education — Citizen’s Advisory Committee (CAC), 1996-
97

Board of Education —Directories

Board of Education — Boardlines (newsletter)

Board of Education — Port Report (newsletter)

Board of Education — Profile: Paul D. Schreiber High School,
1990, 1992

Board of Education — Policies

“Insurance Survey Report” (conducted by State Education
Department, November 1987)

“Administrative Management Survey” (conducted by State
Education Department, April 1988)

Grant Application, 1996

Facilities Assessment, 1997-98

“Improving the Competitive Position of Long Island: The Impact
of the Quality and Cost of Education” (prepared by Coopers &
Lybrand for the Long Island Area Labor-Management Committee,
June 11, 1990)

“Report on the Personnel Needs to be the Greatest for the Port
Washington Union Free School District ....” (June 1990)
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Contents

“Summary of Self Study and Independent Verification Reports”
November 1992)

“A New Beginning: A Commitment to Communicate” (January
27, 1993)

“Long Term Plan Options” (August 15, 2000)

Subseries 4: Water District Committee
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Morewood Oaks Homeowners Association, Jan.- April 1989
Morewood Oaks Homeowners Association, May — Sept. 1989
Morewood Oaks Homeowners Association, Oct. — Dec. 1989
Morewood Oaks Homeowners Association — Responses to Water
District Survey, May 1989

Water District Committee — S. Schlussel Notes (handwritten), 1989
Water District Committee, 1990-1991

Water District Committee — Correspondence, 1990-1993

Water District Committee — Attorney Fees, 1989-1991

Water District Committee — Conservation (articles)

Water District Committee — Ground Water Resources (monograph)
Water District Committee — Hazardous Materials (Ordinances)
Water District Committee — Legislation

Port Washington Water District — Budget, 1986

Port Washington Water District — Budget, 1989

Port Washington Water District — Budget, 1991

Port Washington Water District — Budget, 1993

Port Washington Water District — Budget, 1994

Port Washington Water District — Budget, 1995

Port Washington Water District — Budget, 1996

Port Washington Water District — Budget, 1997

Port Washington Water District — Budget, 1998

Port Washington Water District — Budget, 1999

Port Washington Water District — Budget, 2000

Port Washington Water District — Budget, 2001

Port Washington Water District — Budget, 2002

Subseries 5: Other Districts

26
27
28
29

Awards

Business Improvement Districts

Port Washington Garbage District

Port Washington Police District

Port Washington Water Pollution Control District

Plaque - Nassau Citizens Budget Committee Leadership Award, 11/20/1992
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